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COVID-19 Call: General Information 
 

In the context of the ongoing COVID-19 crisis, the Interreg Euregio Maas-Rhine Programme 

opens a special call for projects. This call is open for initiatives fostering crisis response 

capacities in the context of the COVID-19 outbreak in the sectors of health, public safety and 

security services, public administrative management as well as social services.  

The call is open from 26 May to 8 June 2020. For this call, the programme makes available a 

high support rate of 90% ERDF and projects only have to submit a simplified application 

form.  

Further documents, including the official call regulation (‘Detailed subsidy rules’) are 

available for download on the programme’s website https://www.interregemr.eu. The present 

document summarises the main elements and is part of the application pack for this call.  

Application pack 

 General information on the COVID-19 call 

 Call regulation ‘Detailed subsidy rules’ 

 Application form template (for reference) 

 Budget template (for reference) 

 Annexes to the application form (can be submitted later) 

o Self-declaration legal status / not-in-difficulty 

o Cooperation agreement partnership 

Time line 

 26 May 2020  Opening of the call in the eMS  

 08 June 2020, 4pm Closure of call (from 4 to 8 June: submission window)  

 24 June 2020  Decision on projects by Monitoring Committee 

Submission & eMS 

Applications forms have to be submitted electronically, via the programme’s electronic 

monitoring system eMS, https://ems.interregemr.eu. The system will be opened for the 

applications on 26 May 2020. Applications can be submitted from 4 June to 8 June, 4 pm. 

Applications have to be submitted in English or in the 3 programme languages (DE/NL/FR).  

If you have no user account yet, just click on ‘register’ on the start page. The lead applicant 

can give additional users rights to edit or view the application form in the ‘user management’ 

section. Press regularly ‘save’ to avoid losing data. The eMS has several integrated check 

functions. If you use the ‘check’ function by clicking first ‘save project’ and then ‘check saved 

project’ you may view several warning messages. Due to the specificity of the call, some of 

https://www.interregemr.eu/
https://ems.interregemr.eu/
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these warnings do not apply. These error messages will disappear during the submission 

window from 4 to 8 June.  

Budget & co-financing rate 

The total budget available under this call is EUR 4,163,850.00 

The ERDF contribution per project partner and project is max. 90% of the total budget.  

Projects must make a maximum use of lump sums. Lump sums must be linked to the 

deliverables described in the application form. Only in exceptional and justified cases 

standard real costs and flat rates may be used.1  

Information on the budget eligibility rules can be found in the programme’s cost catalogue.  

Priority axis 

Projects can be submitted under the following priority axes:  

• Axis 1/Innovation 

• Axis 3/Social inclusion and training 

• Axis 4/Territorial development 

Priority axis 2 is not open for the COVID-19 call. 

Project duration 

 The earliest possible start date is 01/03/2020 

 The latest possible end date is 31/12/2021 

 The maximum duration of a project is 12 months.  

Application form 

The application form for this call has been simplified. A word and excel template (for 

reference only) are made available by the programme.  

Some of the key elements: 

 The main sections to complete are the tabs ‘project overview [summary]’, 

’partner’,  ‘work plan’ and ‘project budget’. Applicants do therefore not have to 

complete the various fields under ‘project description’.  

 Possibility to add ‘associated partners’ to the partnership. Associated partners do 

not have a budget in the project but can be associated to the activities.  

                                                

1 See specific question in the description of the work packages in the application form.  
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 Only implementation work packages; work packages for management, 

communication and first level control do not have to be completed or created. 

 Use of lump sums in the budget (see above). Lump sums should be listed under the 

budget line ‘external expertise and services’. Indicate in the column ‘sub budget line’ 

the description/reference of the deliverable. In the comments field, further information 

on the conditions/break down of the lump sum can be provided.  

 The annexes to the application form, i.e. (1) the cooperation agreement with project 

partners and (2) the self-declaration on the legal status and undertaking in-difficulty 

can be submitted after the call closure (both documents need to be available before 

the first payment can be done).  

Assessment: eligibility and selection criteria 

All submitted projects will be assessed against the call’s eligibility criteria. Only projects that 

pass the eligibility check will pass to the quality assessment (‘selection criteria’). For the quality 

assessment, projects will be rated on a scale from 1 (insufficient) to 5 (strong) under each 

criterion. A projects needs to score a minimum of 3 under each criterion to qualify for selection. 

All projects will then be ranked on the basis of their average score.  

Eligibility criteria 

1. The project constitutes a cooperative that consist of at least two legal persons 

from two different member states from the programme area. 

2. Activities must have a clear link with the COVID-19  outbreak in following sectors: 

 Health 

 Public safety 

 Public security services 

 Public administrative management 

 Social services 

3. Activities have not started before 1 March 2020 

4. The application has been submitted before the submission deadline. 

 

Selection criteria 

1. Quality of the partnership  

 Do the organisations have the necessary expertise for the activities 

described ? 

 If one organisation acts as coordinating body: does it have the 

administrative capacity to perform this role? 

2. Cross-border dimension of activities 

 The activities cover the needs or problems with regard to the COVID crisis 

in at least 2 member states. 



 

4/4 

 

 The activities/measures/tools of the project will benefit a large number of 

citizens and/or organisations in the programme area. 

 How intensively will partners cooperate to deliver the change envisaged? 

3. Feasibility of the project 

 Has the consortium presented a realistic project that can be implemented 

within the limits in terms of funding and time? 

 


