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Call 6
General Guidance
Version 2, 9/2020[footnoteRef:1] [1:  New, amended or corrected elements are highlighted in light blue. ] 
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[bookmark: _Toc50031213]Introduction
This document provides general guidance on Call 6. It may be updated at a later stage. In October 2020, the official call regulation will be published. The call regulation is the legally binding document that regulates the Call 6 submissions.  
[bookmark: _Toc50031214]Call calendar
Submissions
· 14 Sep 2020, 16h00: closure for submissions of draft applications

· Second week of  Oct 2020: meeting of the programme’s advisory group and communication of recommendations to applicants 

· Oct 2020 publication of official call regulation

· [bookmark: _GoBack]10 Nov 2020, 12h00 (midday) call closure for final submissions
Decision 
· Nov/Jan: evaluation of the applications by the MA/JS
· Jan 2020 meeting of the selection committee
· Feb 2020 meeting of the programming committee: decision on selection or rejection of projects
· March 2020: Start of projects
The submission of a draft application is not compulsory to participate in the call. However, projects are strongly encouraged to submit a draft application to receive feedback. Each draft project application that is submitted by the deadline will be invited to submit a pitch video of max. 5 minutes. The pitch videos will be shown to the advisory group. The proposals will then receive feedback and recommendations from the programme on the basis of the quality assessment criteria and receive recommendations. Project applications should therefore be as complete and final as possible in order to receive meaningful feedback. 
After the submission of the final applications, the joint secretariat/managing authority will carry out an eligibility assessment, quality assessment and state aid assessment. Only project applications that fulfil the eligibility criteria will pass to the quality assessment stage. The assessments will then be presented to the programme’s selection committee and monitoring committee. The monitoring committee decides which projects will be selected for approval and for rejection. All lead applicants will be informed about the decision. 

[bookmark: _Toc50031215]Call focus and budget
ERDF financing rate
For this call, the standard maximum programme financing rate is 50% (ERDF). 
Exceptions: 
A maximum of up to 75% may be granted for management costs for umbrella type projects under axis 1 and 2.
A maximum of up to 100% may also be requested by the project applying under axis 4. 
[bookmark: _Toc50031216]Open priority axes and ERDF per priority
All remaining funds per priority axis will be made available for this call.
	Priority axis
	Budget European Regional Development Fund
	Planned allocation
	Maximum programme financing rate (ERDF)

	1. Innovation
	€ 2,500,000
	EUR 1,400,000 for one regular project in the field of blockchain technology
EUR 1,150,000 for an umbrella project for umbrella projects with the specific objective of 1.1 – Increase in the percentage of SMEs that introduce innovations.
	 50%


75% for work package management (ceiling of EUR 250,000), 50% for all other work packages 

	2. Economy
	€ 9,000,000
	EUR 6,000,000.00 for regular projects that (i) increase the competitiveness of SMEs, or (ii) address resource efficiency in SMEs. For (i), priority will be given to projects addressing SMEs affected by the COVID-19 crisis
EUR 3.000.000,00 for umbrella projects that address the specific objective of 2.2 – More efficient use of resources in SMEs.
	50%






75% for work package management (ceiling of EUR 500,000), 50% for all other work packages

	3. Social inclusion and education
	€ 8,738,583
	EUR 8,738,583 for regular projects focusing on: 
· specific objective 3.1. Increase social integration of vulnerable groups, or
· specific objective 3.2.  Improve the connection of the cross-border educational system to the labour market
	
50%

	4. Territorial development
	€ 150,000
	EUR 150,000 for one regular project aimed to define specific indicators to monitor cross-border cooperation in the programme area under the objective 4.1 - Reducing the barrier effect of the border for residents and institutions
	100%



[bookmark: _Toc50031217]Regional co-financing
Project partners may request additional co-financing directly from the participating programme regions. The rules and procedures vary according to the regions. 
If a project has requested regional co-financing and the requested regional co-financing is rejected after the application form has been submitted, the concerned partners may be asked to submit a co-financing declaration on own means to prove that they are able to co-finance the project. 
[bookmark: _Toc50031218]Specific budget rules for management and first level control 
The costs for the management work package may not exceed the following amounts:
· max 10% for projects with a total project volume of less than 1,5 MEUR
· max 8% for projects with a total budget of 1,5-3 MEUR
· max 6% for projects above 3MEUR, while not exceeding EUR 300,000
Exception: 
For umbrella-type projects under axis 1, the management costs have a ceiling of EUR 250,000.
For umbrella type projects under axis 2, , the management costs have a ceiling of EUR 500,000.
Projects need to create a separate work package for first level control. The programme carries out the first level control for the project partners. Each partner has to budget therefore 2% of their partner budget (excluding first level control) under the budget line ‘external expertise’ in the work package ‘first level control’. 
[bookmark: _Toc50031219]Travel and accommodation & administration costs flat rate 
In addition to the 15% flat rate for administration costs, the programme has also fixed a flat rate of 1.5% for travel and accommodation costs. From call 6, this flat rate is compulsory. For technical reasons, you will have to select a combined flat rate of 16.5% of administration costs in the application form. The 16.5% cover both flat rates of 15% and 1.5%. Do not enter any additional travel costs in the travel costs budget line.  
[bookmark: _Toc50031220]Project duration and start and end date
The maximum project duration is 30 months. 
The earliest start date is 1 March 2021. The latest possible end date 31 August 2023. 
[bookmark: _Toc50031221]Communication: project logos
As from Call 5, the programme is providing project logos free of charge to approved projects. Applicants are therefore encouraged not to budget additional costs for the development of their own project logos. The use of the harmonised logo can help projects saving time & money in the start-up phase. It allows projects to comply easier with the EU publicity requirements and also achieve a stronger recognition effect, achieving more impact.  
[bookmark: _Toc50031222]Application form and annexes
The application form has to be submitted via the programme’s online system, https://ems.interregemr.eu/
	The minimum elements of a complete application form:
1. Application form filled in the eMS in the three programme languages (DE, NL, FR). EN is optional. 
2. Annexes (to be uploaded in the eMS):
a. Partnership agreement signed by all applicant organisations
b. State-aid self-assessment form 
c. Self-declaration on legal status and undertaking not in difficulty for each applicant organisation


If any of the above mentioned documents is missing when submitting the application form the project will fail the eligibility check (see below). 
Templates for all annexes are available for download on the programme’s website. 
Partnerships can supply additional annexes with an illustrative character such as maps, flowcharts, pictures, etc., but the existence or absence of such documents will not be assessed.
[bookmark: _Toc50031223]Assessment criteria 
[bookmark: _Toc50031224]Eligibility assessment – eligibility criteria
A project who fails to comply with any of the eligibility criteria will be declared ineligible. Only if a project fulfils all eligibility criteria it will pass to the quality assessment.
	1. The application was submitted on time through the electronic monitoring system (eMS).
2. All mandatory fields in the application form are properly filled in according to the instructions.
3. The application is complete with all compulsory annexes.
4. The project involves at least 2 partners from 2 different member states within the EMR Programme area or at least one cross-border organisation (e.g. an EGTC).
5. The project application is submitted in Dutch, French and German. (Note: English is optional).
6. All partners have a legal personality. 
7. The maximum ERDF co-financing rate per partner has not been exceeded. 
8. The maximum project duration of 30 months is not exceeded.
9. The project starts not before 1 March ’21 
10. The project ends not after 30 Aug ’23. 



[bookmark: _Toc50031225]Quality assessment – selection criteria
There are four selection criteria:
1. Partnership & cross-border character
2. Contribution to the objectives/results of the programme
3. Feasibility, coherence and sustainability	
4. Budget & value for money
Applicants can score between 1 (insufficient) and 5 (strong) on each of the 4 criteria. A project must score a minimum of 3 under each criterion in order to be recommended. 
	Selection criterion 1: Partnership & cross-border character

	a. Does the partnership consist of partners from different regions of at least two and ideally three member states? If not, is there a clear rationale for this? 
b. Has the work plan of the project been built around cross-border activities?
c. Does the project intend to disseminate and transfer knowledge and results across the border?
d. Will cross-border networks, consortia or platforms be formed through this project? Will cross-border products, services or tools be created through the project?
e. Has the added value of cross-border cooperation been described sufficiently?
f. How intensively will partners cooperate to deliver the change envisaged?
g. Is the partnership composition relevant for the proposed project? 
h. Is the partnership able and competent to deliver the change envisaged? 

	Selection criterion 2: Contribution to the objectives/results of the programme

	a. How well is the need for the project justified?	
b. Is the approach chosen by the project relevant and effective?
c. Does the project contribute directly to the relevant result and output indicator(s) of the chosen specific objective? Does the project contribute to output indicators that are not yet (sufficiently) tackled by running project?[footnoteRef:2] [2:  The current status is published on the programme’s website (see section ‘downloads’, document ‘progress on programme output indicators’). ] 

d. Are the selected output indicators relevant? 	
e. Does the project clearly meet the demands of the envisaged target group(s)?
f. Is the project innovative? Does the project contribute to innovation in the economy or social structure of the EMR?
g. Has the innovative character or approach of the project been elaborated on sufficiently and is it convincing?
h. Are potential synergies with and added-value compared to similar/previous projects clarified in the application form?  For follow-up projects, is the added-value clearly demonstrated in particular through the partnership, and/or the theme tackled?
i. If partners from the priority cooperation areas are involved in the project, does their participation bring added-value to the project and the programme area?

	Selection criterion 3: Feasibility, coherence and sustainability	

	a. Has the consortium presented a realistic project that can be executed within the financial and time limits?	
b. Has long-term sustainability of the project after the project period been demonstrated sufficiently?	
c. Are the envisaged activities and outputs measureable, realistic and achievable?
d. Is the work plan in relation to the budget coherent and realistic?	
e. Is the project in line with the EU horizontal policies (sustainable development, equal opportunities and non-discrimination, and equality between men and women)?
f. Are the management arrangements clear, realistic and appropriate (WP management)? 
g. Are the project’s communication strategy and activities sufficiently elaborated? Are specific communication objectives defined? Are specific target groups and communication activities clearly defined for each communication objective? •Is the communication strategy well integrated in the overall project strategy? Does it clearly support the achievement of the project objectives? (WP Communication)
h. For projects with investments: how risky is the project? Is a risk management strategy in place and has the partnership identified the main risks and relevant mitigation measures? 

	Selection criterion 4: Budget & value for money	

	a. Is the project effective, efficient and economical in terms of getting the most from the available resources?	
b. Is a sufficient part of the budget attributed to activities specifically oriented on cross-border cooperation?	
c. Is the overall budget reasonable compared with the planned activities/outputs and the project duration? Is the overall budget reasonable compared with the number of partners involved?
d. Does the budget breakdown include sufficient detail (items included under the different budget lines)?
e. Are the costs for the management work package not exceeding the maximum amount allowed by the programme? 
f. Is there a separate work package dedicate to first level control? Are the costs for first level control calculated correctly (2% of project budget, excluding first level control) and included under the external expertise budget line of the budget breakdown? 



[bookmark: _Toc50031226]Help & support 
The programme will support applicants throughout the application process. Applicants are highly encouraged to contact their responsible regional antenna’s for assistance in preparing their draft and final project applications:  https://www.interregemr.eu/contact
Further guidance and information is available on the programme website: https://www.interregemr.eu/  Relevant documents can be found in the ‘downloads’ section. In particular: 
· Cooperation programme
· Cost catalogue  
· Indicator guidance 
· Regional co-financing procedures
· State aid guidance 
The programme organises webinars and may publish further guidance (FAQ, etc.) throughout the call. 
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