
 

 

 

 

 

Annual Implementation Report 2019   

CITIZENSô SUMMARY 

 

The Annual Implementation Report  of the Interreg Euregio M euse -Rhin e 

programme (Interreg EMR)  for 2019 provides detailed insight into the 

programmeôs activities  between 1 January and 31 December 2019. T his Citizensô 

Summary presents key points and highlights  from the year.  

The European Union strives to reduce disparities in the levels of development, 

growth and quality of life in and across Europeôs regions. Interreg Euregio 

Meuse -Rhine contributes dire ctly to this objective by supporting cross -border 

collaboration  between the Netherlands, Belgium and Germany.  

Cross -Border Cooperation in Areas and N umbers  

 

In 2019, 37 cooperation projects  saw 250 partners  in Germany, the Netherlands 
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and Belgium work o n shared goals and building long - lasting networks and 

partnerships.  

The European Union  invest s EUR 96 million  from the European Regional 

Development Fund  (ERDF) into cross -border projects in our region  from 2014 -

2020 . Furthermore, EUR 44 million  are envisioned to be invested in Interreg EMR 

projects by other means of funding (e.g. regional or private funding) within the 

pro gramme  period.  

 

Until the end of 2019, almost EUR 78.5 million  of the European Union funding 

have bee n committed. The remaining 18% will be available  during calls for 

projects in 2020.  

Objectives of Interreg EMR 

The objectives of Interreg EMR are to support innovative ideas, boost the 

economy, support educational projects and as well as removing barriers between 
the three countries. We aim to create a favourable cross -border atmosphere, to 

encourage people to seek and also build business opportunities  and other forms 
of cooperation beyond their national limitations.  
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In 2019 we have supported projects in  each one of the priority areas . You can 

find a breakdown of the number of projects in the different focus areas below:  
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Highlights from our Projects in 2019  

 

JANUARY 
 
Flexible energy sources  

At the Eindhoven High Tech Campus ,  

Regional Minister of the Dutch Province 

of Brabant Bert Pauli opens ROLLING 

SOLAR. Led by TNO, ROLLING SOLAR  

develops a business case for flexible, 

easy - to -apply solar panels. They can be 

fixed on óuglyô infrastructure such as 

noise barriers and sidewalks. With the 

need for  new locations for renewable 

energy, ROLLING SOLAR is the right 

project at the right moment.  

 

 
 

Flow chemistry  

IN FLOW  kicks off  in Li ège.  IN FLOW  ï 

an acronym for óinnovationô and óflow 

chemistryô - will support the uptake of 

flow chemis try among SME s. This 

cutting -edge produc tion method allow s 

them to produce new and innovative 

health  and personal care products . The 

project plans various pilots and an open 

platform  where companies will share 

know -how . Ultimately, the partici pating 

SMEs should be ready for market tes -

ting. Find IN FLOW at www.inflow -

emr.eu  

 

 
 

Cross - border crisis response  

Floods ,  a nuclear disaster or the 

outbreak of a virus: d isasters and 

crises do not halt at borders. This 

means that the police, fire brigades, 

ambulance services and other 

emergency services from Belgium, 

Germany and The Netherlands  should 

work together. Led by Maastricht 

Unive rsi ty ,  IKIC Public Safety  will train 

emer gen cy services, public servants 

and citizens to im pr ove such cross -

border response. IKIC Public Safety 

started in Aachen  and launched  their 

website : www.ikic -publicsafety.eu . 

  

 
 

https://www.inflow-emr.eu/
https://www.inflow-emr.eu/
http://www.ikic-publicsafety.eu/
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Healthy lifestyles  

óDrinking beer is part of watching 

footballô. óA daily glass of wine is 

healthyô. Sometimes , unhealthy 

behaviour is based on false 

assumptions and becomes the ósocial 

normô. A good example is excessive 

drinking among university freshmen or 

daily drinking in the age group above 

55. Our project euPrevent S ocial 

Norms Approach  develops campaigns 

and invites citizens to reflect critically 

on their lifestyle.  Regional Minister 

Hans Teu nis sen opens the project a t 

the kick - off event in  Maas tricht .  More 

information:  

www.euprevent.eu/project -social -norms -

approach  

 

 
 

 
FEBRUARY 
 

Dexter, the robot  

Our project I2 - CORT installed a 

remote - handling robot at the Adelante 

Zorggroep in Hoensbroek (NL). The 

robot, which was given the name 

Dexter, lets his ope rator feel what he 

is handling. This is called 'feeling at a 

distance'. While originally used in the 

nuclear power sector , i2 - CORT 

introduces óremote handlingô in health-

care. Dexter will train patients who, 

after a stroke or paralysis, are unable 

to move their arm or hand. 'Feeling at 

a distance' will be part of their 

rehabilitation prac tice .  www.i2 - cort.eu   
 

 
 

Rare diseases  

Every year, World Rare Disease Day is 

held on the last day of February. Our 

project EMRaDi  or ganised a  conference 

in Maastricht to raise aware ness about 

the 300.000 patients in the Euregio 

that are afflicted with a rare disease.  

 

 
 

 
MARCH 
 
Cross -border travel  

German students can travel to 

Maastricht for free. Thanks to our project 

EMR Connect , they can use their 

semester ticket on multiple train and 

bus lines operated by Arriva. 45. 000 

students of RWTH Aachen can make 

use of the offer; 15 .000 students from 

FH Aachen join later in 2019. Hans -

Peter Geulen  of project leader  

Aachener Verkehrsverbun d calls it óa 

mile stone on the way to a cross -

http://www.euprevent.eu/project-social-norms-approach/
http://www.euprevent.eu/project-social-norms-approach/
http://www.i2-cort.eu/
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border  semester ticket.ô www.emr -

connect.eu   

 

 

 
 
APRIL 
 
500 kg of waste  

Our project LIVES organises a litter 

clean - up at the ban ks of the Meuse. In 

Kinrooij, Belgi um, 70 volunteers pick 

up 500 kg of waste. LIVES , led by 

Provincie Limburg (NL),  starts 

collaboration  with partners from 

Belgium, Germany and the Nether -

lands  to reduce the óplastic soupô in 

rivers and streams .  

 

 
 

Co- creation: get down to work  

Municipalit ies need new ways to revive 

urban areas that are in decline, such 

as poor neighbourhoods and former 

industrial sites.  N- POWER will offer 

training, test new financing 

approaches and will involve citizens in 

óco-creationô projects. Genk Mayor 

Genk Wim Dries opens the project: 

'Citizen participation is not just a 

hype. It means that together you have 

to get down to work.ô The project 

plans pilots Aachen, Genk, Eupen, 

Heer len, Liège, Seraing and Verviers.  

Find m ore info rmation  at www.n -

powerinterreg.eu . 

 

 
 

 

MAY 
 
Virtual heritage  

Our project Terra Mosana turns 

Euregional history and cultural heritage 

into digital presentations, including 

through Virtual Reality and Augmented 

Reality. This bene fits conservation, 

mo nitoring, the acqui si tion of scien tific 

data , and  playful lear ning.  At the 

Euro pe Day festival in Düs sel dorf , 

Terra Mosana  offers visitors a vir tual 

tour through the Belgian Re naissance 

castle Jehay. Immersed  in the ex -

perience, s ome visitors  forget theyôre 

actually sitting on chair at  the  

Marktplatz  in  Düssel dorf.  

www.terramosana.org  

 

 
 
Tailored h ealthcare innovation  

Technology in Healthcare Education 

presents the  results from the 

academic year  2018 - 2019  in Hasselt . 

The project brings healthcare and 

technology together through co -

creation between product designers, 

http://www.emr-connect.eu/
http://www.emr-connect.eu/
http://www.n-powerinterreg.eu/
http://www.n-powerinterreg.eu/
https://www.terramosana.org/
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healthcare staff and students. The 

project develops over 30 case studies . 

Find m ore information  at  

www.technology - in - healthcare -

education.eu   

 

 
 

 

Cross -border traineeship: óYouôll bene-

fit from this in your careerô 

At a ceremony in Eupen, 22 trainees 

receive a certificate for their 

traineeship elsewhere in the Euregio, 

in another language. EUR.friends  

organises cross - border vocational 

training for hundreds of  young people . 

While working in sectors such as 

accountancy, technology, construction 

and hospitality, t hey acquire work 

experience  and language skills .  

 

Pierre - Yves Jeholet, Minister of 

Economy of the Walloon Region said: 

óThis responds to the needs of the 

needs of companies. Young people are 

flexible and creative.ô  He 

congratulated the trainees for having 

made this choice. óYou will benefit 

from this in your future careerô. 

 
 
 

JUNE 
 
Natural Park High Fens -Eifel  

Three  different authorities in Belgium 

and Germany manage the Natural Park 

High Fens -Eifel. With the support from 

Interregôs People to People fund, they 

intensif ied  their cooperation . In  five 

workshops they discuss ed future 

concerns and objectives. Input from 80 

participants resulted in joint projects and 

a mission statement for future cross -

border collaboration.   

 

 
 

A win - win situation  

While the healthcare sector faces  staff 

shortages, refugees are eager to work. 

Our project IDZ - UDZ brings the two 

together and arranges work 

placements. At a seminar in Limbricht 

(NL), IDZ UDZ  held a seminar where it 

share d its expertise with municipalities 

and refugee and healthcare 

organisations.  

Some participants share d han ds-on 

experience, including Taha (45) from 

Syria: óIn our culture we find it important 

to take good care of old people.ô More 

information: www.idz -udz.eu .  

http://www.technology-in-healthcare-education.eu/
http://www.technology-in-healthcare-education.eu/
http://www.idz-udz.eu/


 

 

8 

 

 
 
Willkommenskultur  

Attracting international talent is a 

pri ority for the Euregio. youRegion  

invests in a region that offers an 

attractive place to work, live and do 

business. Such a climate should help 

retain newcomers, expats, employees 

and companies . youRegion kicked - off 

with a conference in Maas tricht. The 

pro ject will harmonise and ex pand 

Euregio - wide advisory and place ment 

ser vices for newcomers and will invest 

in a Euregio nal óWillkommenskul turô. 

More info: www.youregion.eu  
 

 
 

 
AUGUST 

 
Walking and cycling  

The app Euregio Grenstochten  offers 

60 walking and cycling routes in the 

Euregio . The ap p is developed with 

support from  Interregôs People to 

People fund . It offers detailed 

information, maps  and sight seeing tips 

for tours around the tri country point . 

Users rece ive  instructions in German, 

English, French and Dutch.  

 

 
SEPTEMBER 
 
Euregional summer school  

36 students attend the summer school 

of our project EMR Connect ,  

óImproving inclu sive Mobility in the 

Digital Ageô. Together with 

professionals, they study and dis cuss 

the future of mobility a t six different 

locations :  Hasselt, Liège, Aachen, 

Kerk rade, Maastricht and Spa - Fran -

corchamps .  

 

 
 

Dementia  

On World  Alzheimer Day  (21 

September), the  World Health 

Organisation Europe recognises our 

project euPrevent Seni or Friendly 

Communities  as a best practice. The 

project develop s a local, multi 

stakeholder approach to address 

dementia and old - age depression.  The 

World Health Organisation published 

two  factsheets on the project .  

 

 

https://youregion.eu/
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OCTOBER 
 
Dementia harp  

Technology in Healthcare Education  is 

given the CERA Award, a Belgian 

annual prize for young talent in social 

profit - driven innovation. The project 

receives the prize for t he ódementia 

harpô.  

Developed  for the elderly home Toer -

malin in Genk, the dementia harp is a 

typ ical example of tailor - made 

healthcare innovation. The device  

triggers ósensory stimulation : i t 

encourages patients to feel, see and 

hear. Music, sounds and images from 

the  patientôs youth evoke  memories of 

the past and activate the long - term 

memory. This creates clear moments 

and enables interaction with family 

and  other  residents . More information 

at www.technology - in - healthcare -

education.eu   

 

 
 

Plastic  soup  
LIVES launched its project with a kick -

off event in Kerkrade. The project 

aims  at reducing litter in the Meuse by 

50%. Along its course through France, 

Belgium and The Netherlands, waste 

from industry, agriculture, shipping 

and households gets into the river, of 

which 84% plastic . LIVES  will  test 

different ówaste -catchersô that filter 

litter from the water . Laboratory test s 

were able to  remove 90% of the litter 

from the water.  

 

 
Across borders and sectors  

At  the  Liège  Theatre,  IMPACT organises  

a festival  on  the  crossroads of the 

performi ng arts and new technolog y. 

That makes IMPACTôs not only a project 

across borders, but also across sectors. 

IMPACT has  delivered  50 shows, 25 

workshops and  18 prototypes . 

 

 
 

 

NOVEMBER 
Immigrants and refugees  

At a dissemination event in  Liège, 

TREE selects  the first results of  a 

study into status of and needs for 

asylum and integration policies in the 

Euregio. Led by Volkshochschule 

Aachen, TREE offers training to social 

workers, teachers, medical staff and 

interpreters as a basis for the 

integration of imm igrants.  

 

 
 

Project showroom  

HYPEREGIO ï a cooperation between 

the projects EarlyTech , BuSyBee  and 

Innovation2Market  ï organises its 

http://www.technology-in-healthcare-education.eu/
http://www.technology-in-healthcare-education.eu/

